
Vol. 4                                                                                                                                                                                                      November2019

 1 

CONTACTS 

Rachel Hamby 
Regional Advisor 
 
Annette Bay Pimentel 
Assistant Regional Advisor 
 
Kyle Cossiart 
Illustrator Coordinator 
 
Kris Dinnison 
PAL Coordinator 
 
Terri Griffin 
Spokane Area Coordinator 
 
Cynthia Shaw 
Tri-Cities Coordinator 
 
Carol Nelson  
Critique Group Facilitator 
 
Email Us ( inlandnw@scbwi.org ) 

 

VOLUNTEERS MAKE  

THINGS HAPPEN! 

 
The Society of Children’s Book Writers 

and Illustrators is an international organi-

zation run almost entirely by volunteers. 

We are currently looking for volunteers to 

help with the Fall Conference. Many jobs 

take less than an hour of your time. If you 

would like to help, please send an email 

to  inlandnw@scbwi.org. 
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It’s a year since   
Lauren Harris and 
her family moved to 
Spokane from Spear-
fish, South Dakota. 
She’s thrilled to con-
nect with local 
SCBWI friends, as 
her nearest critique 
group in SD met 4 
hours away! 
 
Welcome to the In-
land Northwest! 
Could you tell us a 
bit about your 
writing background 
 

I love history and research, and as a writer for local 
newspapers and magazines, searched for subjects 
highlighting community, kindness, and bravery. When 
we moved to Spokane, I already had two book        
contracts: The Plum Neighbor, making its debut this 
past month, the other coming out in 2021. Both      
picture books center on true historical stories involv-
ing Japanese Americans who faced interment and 
fought in WWII. However, it’s my wonderful new 
friends at SCBWI in Spokane who helped me hone my 
craft, making my final drafts ready for publication. 

 
Lauren, what triggered your interest with this subject 
matter for children?   
 
For years I heard a story from my mother-in-law, 
about her grandparents and uncle who lived next door 
to a Japanese American family in the 1930s and 1940s. 
Through calls, research, and reading hours of docu-
ments, I discovered there are few books for children 
about this time in our history, and said, “Someone 
needs to fill this void!” I did more research, from    
census records and obituaries to firsthand interviews. 

What is the sequence in getting your first book, The 
Plum Neighbor, published? 
 
I queried traditional publishers, but became extremely 
discouraged following a constant stream of rejections, 
or hearing nothing at all. But passion for my subject 
led me to try another tactic. During my years of       
research I remembered reading about a historian   
affiliated with the Smithsonian who documented    
Japanese American soldiers’ stories. And someone 
along the way had posted his phone number on the 
internet. I asked my husband what he thought I should 
do. He said, “Call. What do you have to lose?” And I 
did, and the historian answered! 
             
Everything took off from there. 
             
After I shared my idea, the historian encouraged me 
and gave me another contact: the president of the Go 
For Broke National Education Center, a non-profit   
organization preserving the legacy of the relatively 
unknown Japanese American Veterans of WWII. 
             
After several people at GFBNEC read the book, they 
offered me a traditional contract! 

 

      

Meet an INW Member, 

Lauren Harris 

Interview by Sharon Reidenbach 
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Then What Happened? 
             
In August 2019, GFBNEC invited me to launch The Plum 
Neighbor at their annual national event in Los Angeles. 
There were people who bought the book at the event, 
and before they left returned and bought more! 
 
What Are Your Plans For The Book? 
            
For now, GFBNEC plans to introduce the book in the 
West Coast area first, as this was most affected by the 
Japanese American internment, and is where many  
veterans and their families live. 
 
Are There Other Books on the Horizon? 
             
Yes, coming in 2021! Here, too, the book centers on a 
Japanese American WWII Veteran with a wonderful 
story of community and sacrifice centered on the 
events of the 1940s. 
 
How Did You Discover Him? 
             
As with the first book, it came from an unexpected con-
tact. At the time I lived in Spearfish, SD. I shared with a 
friend who lived there about The Plum Neighbor and its 
storyline. She said, “Do you know there is a Japanese 
American WWII Veteran who lives here in town?” Of 
course I never imagined. 
 
I met him right away, and he gave me an interview for 
the local paper. He is a first generation Japanese   

American born in SD and in all these years, at age 94, 
he’d talked little about the war. Through our time     
together I discovered he had participated in some 
events I’d described in my first book! 
 
To find the best home for this story, I contacted South 
Dakota Historical Society Press. They were excited 
about publishing the autobiography of a Japanese 
American WWII hero native to South Dakota, and 
offered me a traditional contract for a picture book (yet 
untitled). 
 
What Would You Like To Share About Your Remarka-
ble Journey? 
             
First and for most, follow your passion. I love to         
research, discovering forgotten individuals who had a 
significant part in our history.  And children today need 
to know these long-lost heroes’ stories. 
             
Next, take a risk. You’ll never know where it will lead 
you. And, don’t give up. Keep looking, another oppor-
tunity is behind the next door, but you have to open it! 
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Greg, thank you for being our spotlight artist this 

month. Can you walk us through your artistic process 

from initial idea to final design? 

I am perpetually overloaded with obligations so I fit in   

drawing and writing whenever I can. I take a sketchbook 

with me everywhere—even administrator meetings. I am 

sketching all the time. Late at night, I use the computer to 

write and draw. I start collecting imagery then scanning my 

sketches. I usually have four or five stories happening    

simultaneously and use a book spread template to draw 

thumbnails that— along with the scans, sketches—become 

the basis of larger drawings. More recently I’ve been      

experimenting with different digital techniques including the 

use of virtual reality sculpting.  

What drew you to the digital medium?  

The UNDO button. In all seriousness, digital media is more 

forgiving, clean, convenient, and, now, excellent at replicat-

ing traditional media. In a self-publishing pipeline, it is easier 

and quicker to go from a digital image to a final layout. 

You wrote, illustrated, and self-published a humorous 

story about futuristic politics called ‘The First Robot 

President.’ Can you walk us through your journey to 

becoming a self-published author/illustrator?  

First Robot President was going to be a picture book. I read 

it to my parents, and they were horrified. I really wanted to 

get the book out into the world on July 4th before the 2016 

election.   

I decided that—because this was going to be my own     

publication—I could do anything and decided to make it a 

textbook from the future. I created the book in InDesign. 

There were a slew of small technical challenges exporting to 

the various formats. I had to navigate the ISBN number, 

barcode, and copyright issues. It is not difficult; it just takes 

time. Self-publishing can be a fun, creative process but it 

does require some technical know-how.  

You also partnered with a co-worker to illustrate ‘The 

Little Phage.’ Tell us about that project and how the  

process differed from your adventures in self-

publishing.  

I worked with Dr. Holly Wichman, a distinguished biologist at 

the University of Idaho. We had to figure out how to distill a 

complicated story about bacteriophages for a young audi-

ence.   

We met several times over a summer to write the story. She 

was kind enough to take me into her lab and show me a 

number of processes including how to grow various phages. 

At one point, as we contemplated the imagery, we tried  

    

Our featured illustrator for fall is published author-illustrator Greg Turner-Rahman. When he was 

young, he spent hours making comic books and movies, creating stories, and selling pet rocks. 

Those ambitions transitioned into him becoming an award-winning writer/illustrator/designer and 

an Associate Professor and Head of the Art+Design program at the University of Idaho where he 

specializes in Drawing, New Media Theory, Visual Studies, Digital Imaging, and Design History. 

Greg lives in eastern Washington with his wife, two daughters, a ridiculously scruffy cat named 

Donatello, and several generations of dust bunnies. 
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actually drawing with viruses on medium with mixed results. 

Holly does lovely beaded models of the phages. I used those 

as the basis of the illustrations. We finished the story and 

produced a dummy.   

This summer we’ve begun the process of looking for a     

publisher and have been revising the manuscript a bit. 

You joined SCBWI in 2010, can you describe how being 

a member has contributed to your evolution as an      

illustrator?  

The SCBWI is an excellent resource. When I started, I had 

no idea what I was doing. Our region has given me a critique 

family, life-long friends, and some fantastic mentors.  

You’re also the Head of the Art+Design program at the 

University of Idaho. How are you helping the next      

generation of artists and illustrators create their own 

realities?  

The University of Idaho’s Art + Design program is unique. 

Designers and artists co-mingle in their classes. There is the 

opportunity for students to construct a portfolio geared to-

wards their interests. So, illustrators can get some design 

experience along with traditional skills. We’ve had very    

talented students come through the program such as Boris 

Pelcer (New Yorker, Atlantic) and Noah Kroese 

(Investing.com). I’d like to see more undergraduates        

interested in visual storytelling (graphic novels, picture 

books, manga, concept art).  

What advice would you give to up-and-coming creatives 

who want to do what you do?  

Like any creative discipline it can be difficult to make a living. 

If you love it, do it intensely when you can but don’t beat 

yourself up if you can’t get published right away. It will     

happen if you are persistent. If you have to make a living first 

and need to fit your illustration work between the cracks, 

then just enjoy the process and be sure to amuse yourself.  

Where can we find more of your amazing work?  

Website: www.metasurface.net  

Twitter: @metasurface     

Instagram: @metasurface 

Because Greg is such a wealth of information, the interview 

had to broken into two parts.  

For more about Greg check out the rest of his interview at:                                              

https://inlandnw.scbwi.org/2019/08/05/illustratorspotlight -

greg-turner-rahman/ 
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MEMBER GOOD NEWS 

Jessica Linn Evans 
By Rachel Hamby 

Congratulations, Jessica! 

Set sail with Penguin in this lovable wordless picture book          

about friendship, home, and the high seas.  

Penguin dreams of being a sea captain, but the other    

penguins only think about fish. So Penguin sets sail alone 

in search of friends and treasure galore. However, the 

ocean is big and dangerous, and Penguin may find himself 

wishing for home even in the middle of his great adventure. 
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Critique Connections 
By Carol Nelson 

 
Rise & Shine, our successful fall    

conference, offered an opportunity for   

members interested in forming online 

critique groups to sign up and        

receive a list of other writers in their 

genre seeking critique partners. 

These    people have been introduced 

via email and are now in the process 

of setting up their groups. If you are   

interested in being in contact with  

others interested in either an online group or a in person group, please contact me at                                       

carolgnelson75@gmail.com. 

 
Our active in person critique groups still accepting new members include: 

 
Picture Book groups: 

South Hill: Meets first Tuesday of the month in the conference room at Forza on 29
th
, at 9:00 am. 

Contact Carol Nelson at carol@nelsonwheat.com for more information. Open for everyone. 

North Side: Meets first Monday of the month at the Northside Library on Hawthorn in the small 

east conference room from 10:30 am - 12:00pm. Contact Sharon Reidenbach at                       

aprilyoung2240@gmail.com for more information. Open for everyone. 

Moscow/Pullman: Picture book authors and illustrators welcome. Contact Annette Pimentel at                 

annettepimentel@gmail.com for more information. SCBWI members only. 

 
Middle Grade group: 

Spokane Middle Grade group: Meets the third Monday every month at 9:00am. Contact Katie 

Frey at katiemfrey@gmail.com for more information. 

 
As the Critique Connections Coordinator, I see myself as a version of online dating—I introduce 

you to other interested people, and you take it from there. I feel the most successful groups are 

those that work together to build community and trust. Setting meeting times or developing a  

structure for an online group that is best for everyone is one step in that process. Responding to 

each other respectfully and honestly will also allow your group to be open to sharing work and   

receiving feedback.  

Happy writing! 
Carol  

image by rawpixel on unsplash 
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First-Ever  

Inland Northwest SCBWI  
Portfolio Showcase Contest 

 
 

A diverse group of 12 talented illustrators from all over the region displayed 
their latest and greatest artwork in our biennial Portfolio Showcase. But this 
year we made it a completion where the grand prize winner would be  
awarded a one-on-one Zoom consultation with Laurent Linn, art director at 
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers and Paula Wiseman Books.  
 
Four finalists were announced at lunch: Mei Lin (Pullman), Jessica Linn    
Evans (Pullman), Geoffrey Smalley (Oregon), and Julia Karlinsky-Tikhonov 
(Oregon).  
 
At the end of the conference and after a long debate by our five                
distinguished judges, they crowned a winner: the wonderfully talented     
Jessica Linn Evans. Jess has been a member of SCBWI since 2015 and 
she has illustrated 4 books: Waiting through Winter (Jovial Press, 2015),   
Little Mouse Finds a Friend (Jovial Press, 2017), Solar the Polar (MacLaren-
Cochrane, 2017),  and her new book, Penguin Sets Sail (Canonball Books, 
an imprint of Canon Press) will debut in early 2020.  
 
Congratulations, Jessica. To read more about her go to                             
jessicalinnevans.com or follow her on social media @JessEvans915 
(Twitter) or @jessicalinnevans.illustration (Instagram).  

For more information about upcoming SCBWI-INW events check out:                                
https://inlandnw.scbwi.org/ 

 

      

http://jessicalinnevans.com
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10 SCBWI BENEFITS  

 YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

1  

We have a publication called Edited By that lists      

editors and what they have recently acquired.   

(Page 95 of The Book)  

www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/ 

3  

We have a comprehensive Agent’s Directory  that 

lists agents specializing in our field.   

(Page 145 of The Book)  

www.scbwi.org/online-resources/the-book/ 

5 

 We offer the Spark Award for excellence in self-

published books for children.   

www.scbwi.org/awards/spark-award/ 

7  

We publish a booklist of titles by SCBWI  PAL mem-

bers and distribute it to libraries,  bookstores,       

and schools.   

www.scbwi.org/recommended-reading-list/ 

9  

We offer a discounted multi-year renewal  rate 

when you renew online.  

www.scbwi.org/quick-membership-renewal/ 

 

 

2  

We offer a marketing grant for SCBWI  published 

members that provides money  to launch your     

new book.   

www.scbwi.org/awards/book-launch-grant/ 

4  

You can upload your artwork to our  Illustrator Gal-

lery to be considered as Featured  Illustrator on our 

website and social media.  

www.scbwi.org/illustrator-gallery/ 

6 

 We release a monthly podcast of insider conversa-

tions with children’s publishing professionals. Cur-

rent year episodes are available to members only.   

www.scbwi.org/online-resources/podcasts/ 

8  

We run the yearly online SCBWI BookStop, which  

can attract over 100,000 readers to your book.  

www.scbwi.org/scbwibookstop-faq/ 

10  

We offer eight work-in-progress grants to  SCBWI 

members, which creates a direct line  from your 

work to publishers’ eyes.   

www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/work-in-progress-

grants/ 
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